
In the movie “The Princess Bride,” the hero appears to be dead and his 
friends take him to “Miracle Max” to see if he can help.  They tell the 
“Miracle Max” that he is dead and Miracle Max’s response is that he is 
only “mostly dead.”  He tells them that there is a big difference between 
being mostly dead and all dead.  

The Princess Bride is a fantasy comedy romance film.  This concept of 
only being “mostly dead” lands in the comedy part of its genre.  But in 
reality there are many people who walk through life not mostly dead but 
partially dead while being mostly alive.  Think about someone dying of 
cancer.  They are still alive but their body is failing and hence partly dead.  
As a person ages, their physical bodies deteriorate and begin to fail.  
Again, they are still alive but are partially dead.

This idea of being alive but still partially dead also illustrates what we are 
often like in our emotions.  We can be alive emotionally but find that parts 
of emotions are dead or partially dead.  The hurts and disappointments 
we face in this life can cause our emotions to shut down to protect 
us from further hurt and damage.  We find that we can’t love like we 
once did or like we wish we could because of the partial death of our 
emotional self.

• What are some examples of being partially dead physically?
• What can cause being partially dead physically?
• What are some examples of being partially dead emotionally?
• What can cause being partially dead emotionally?
• What does it look like for a person to be fully alive physically?  How 

about fully alive emotionally?
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Jesus was fully dead after His crucifixion, but when He was raised to life He was fully alive.  He 
was alive to an extent that we can’t quite get our minds wrapped around.  His resurrected 
body was eternal and would never deteriorate.  His new body was perfect, better than any 
human body - even if it is in its prime.  

Now for the good news.  We are told that if the same spirit that raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in us, it will bring life to our mortal bodies.  The Bible also tells us that when we come 
to Jesus for forgiveness of our sins and turn our lives over to Him, walking in obedience to His 
truths, that we are raised to life with Him.  The fact is that when we come to Jesus in this way, 
He sends His Holy Spirit to dwell within us.

“And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel  of 
your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy 
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are 
God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.”   (Ephesians 1:13-14)

The reality is this: when we come to Jesus for forgiveness and ask Him to take charge of our 
lives, He gives us His Holy Spirit with the power and might to totally change our lives in ways 
we previously could only dream of.  We will find that there is power, unlimited power, to 
actually be fully alive in all ways as a result of the work of the Holy Spirit within us.

Now to the title of this devotional; Partially dead or fully alive?  We have a choice when we 
come to Jesus.  We can seek to walk in the fullness of what He did for us on the cross and in 
His resurrection.  This is a full life where we experience the dead places within us receiving 
new life, full life, restorative life which is eternal without end. However, we can choose to be 
partially dead while alive spiritually.  We are “saved” and have received eternal life through 
the forgiveness of our sins, but we never experience victory in our lives.  We settle for a life 
with areas that are dark, cold, and dead.  We continue to live with places where the Holy 
Spirit’s power has not shed its life changing power.  

You and I have control to keep those areas of our lives to ourselves.  We can choose to 
never let them be seen by those around us and we can try to keep them hidden from Jesus 
Himself.  The reality is that He knows they are there and He desperately wants to send His Holy 
Spirit, full of power, to break open those prison doors which keep these areas in the dark, in 
the cold, allowing them to remain dead and inactive.  

The challenge for all is to make it our goal to be fully alive.  We were meant to walk in the 
fullness of what Jesus accomplished for us on the cross.  I want to challenge you to take the 
dark, cold, and dead places in your life and give them to Jesus.  Ask Him to send His Holy 
Spirit to bring life to those areas.  I want to encourage you that just as the Bible tells us that “it 
was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him,”  speaking of Jesus, it is equally impossible 
for death and the results of sin in this world to keep its hold on those areas of your life.  All 
you need to do is bring them to the light of Jesus and the powerful work of the Holy Spirit.  I 
challenge you to take those things to Jesus today.  Don’t wait another day and continue to 
walk around partially dead.  Instead, let the light of glory flood every inch of your inner man 
and walk fully alive both now and forevermore.

Below are some scriptures that you should find encouraging.

Romans 8:1-17
Romans 6:1-14
Romans 8:28-39
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1 Corinthians 15:51-58
Galatians 2:20

Matthew 11:28-30
Matthew 7:7-12


